
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Their Finest Hour: Surrey and the Battle of Britain 
 

Further reading at Surrey History Centre 
 
This is a just small selection of material held in our local studies collection. 
You can use the Surrey Library Catalogue to discover more about our 
library holdings. You can also discover what articles are available in our 
periodical holdings using the Exploring Surrey’s Past website. 
 
General Works 
Blitz then and now: vol 1, September 1939-September 1940 (1987); vol 2, 
September 1940 - May 1941 (1988); & vol 3, May 1941- May 1945 (1990) 
edited by W.G. Ramsey  
Churchill’s children: the evacuee experience in wartime Britain, John 
Welshman (2010) 
The Defence of the United Kingdom, Basil Collier (1995) 
Pillboxes of Britain and Ireland, Mike Osborne (2008) 
Female Occupations: women’s employment 1850-1950, M. Ward (2010) 
The Women's Land Army, Bob Powell (1997) 
The Home Guard of Britain, Charles Graves (1943) 
Doodlebugs and rockets: the battle of the flying bombs, Bob Ogley (1992) 
Family history in the wars: how your ancestors served their country, William 
Spencer (2007) 
Factories and plant, W Hornby (1958) 
ARP and Civil Defence in the Second World War, Peter Doyle (2010) 
Action Stations 9: Military airfields of the Central South and South-East, Chris 
Ashworth (1985) 
 
Surrey 
Coupons & camouflage: preparing the Surrey Home Front, 1939-1945: 
memories of wartime life in Surrey collected during an exhibition at the Surrey 
History Centre, 1 Sep - 28 Oct 1999, Surrey History Service (2000) 
The G.H.Q. Line: pillbox defence line of 1940, Colin Alexander (1993) 
History of Surrey Home Guard, Paul Crook (2000) 
Home Guards list, 1941: South Eastern command: Kent, Surrey, Sussex, 
compiled by Jon Mills (2005) 
Surrey airfields in the Second World War, Len Pilkington (1997) 
Surrey at war 1939-1945, Bob Ogley (1995) 
“We died and never knew": the fatal civilian casualties due to air raids on the 
former county of Surrey (excluding Croydon) 1939 - 1945 in 2 vols: vol 1: 
Rural district of Bagshot - Urban district of Leatherhead, vol 2: Municipal 
borough of Malden and Coombe - Urban district of Woking, John Hook (1998) 



Towns and villages 
Bramley's home front: a Surrey village during World War II, compiled by 
Evelyn Hodgson and Evelyn Nash (2007) 
Dear Sir: readers' letters published in the Camberley News 1939-1945, 
compiled by June Sparey (1992) 
Chiddingfold in World War Two: a short summary, Chiddingfold Archive 
(2007)  
Croydon Airport: from war to peace, J. Bogle, D. Cluett and B. Learmouth 
(2003) 
Dunsfold: Surrey’s most secret airfield, Paul McCue (1991) 
The Foxenden Quarry deep shelter: Guildford's purpose-built World War Two 
public air shelter, Helen Chapman Davies (2007) 
A Kiss to spare: stories of evacuation to Guildford, Rachel Cutler (2010) 
East and West Horsley in World War 2, Pam Bowley (1986)   
RAF Kenley, Peter Flint (1985) 
Limpsfield Home Guard 1940-1945, W A D Englefield (1945) 
Memories of service with the LDV/Home Guard, Mitcham 1940-42, J B 
Pritchard (1995) 
Memories of war: local people and evacuees recount their memories of life in 
Send and Ripley during World War II, edited by Clare McCann (2009) 
Surbiton bombed: Second World War air raids in Surbiton, Tolworth & 
Berrylands, Mark Davison and Paul Adams (2002) 
Our Home Front: memories of life in Surrey Heath during World War Two, 
edited by Sharon Cross (1995) 
Raiders overhead: the German air operations over the Weybridge area in two 
World Wars, Stephen Flower (1994) 
 
Reminiscence and biographical works 
Orphan of the storm: the experiences of a little girl in wartime England 1939-
1945, Pamela Kirk Mills (1990) 
One family's war, Muriel Gane Pushman (2006) 
Entertaining Eric: Letters From The Home Front 1941-1944, M Wells (1988) 
The wartime diary: in town & country, Maude Elizabeth Ceeley (1993) 
All muck, no medals: Land Girls by Land Girls, Joan Mant (1994) 
Hannaboys Farm, Marjorie Mack (1942) 
Some Sunny Day: Reminiscences of a young wife in the Second World War, 
E Whiteing (1984) 
The story of the Reid children's evacuation from London to Farley Green, 
Surrey, Jean Bennett (2006) 
Barnes Wallis: a biography, J E Morpurgo (1981) 
 
Industries 
Rescue from Disaster: the history of the RFD Group, Harold Nickolds (1980) 
Dennis: 100 years of innovation, Stewart J Brown (1995) 
Morgan's at war: a story of achievement under fire 1939-1945, Morgan 
Crucible Company (1946) 
Hawker Aircraft Ltd, Derek N James (1996) 
Wings over Brooklands: the story of the birthplace of British aviation, Howard 
Johnson (1981) 
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