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From the Chair Crunch Time is Near!

Rehearsals have been going really well and recently
we’ve had some very valuable new recruits to the
cast, but there are still more places to be cast - it is
not too late to volunteer to be in this exciting play.

Work is progressing on all fronts to prepare for the play
and we have got many amazing volunteers. We really
appreciate all the effort that everyone involved is putting in.

There is still time to join us if you haven’t been able to get
involved yet either in the play as an actor or behind the
scenes helping tell people about the play in the Pod (we
would like to be open for longer periods during the week)
or helping with costumes or props or on the technical
side. The more you are involved the more successful the
play will be - and do remember to buy your tickets and
encourage friends to come along.

Costumes have started to be made, we are about to
start using staging and props, and lighting is being
organised. All of these new layers will take some
getting used to on the part of the actors, so the
priority at this point is to have the cast totally secure
in the action.

| would just like to say a word about the musicians.
Anna and Nick have already attended many
rehearsals. Having them present has been
invaluable, as for example we have been able to
add extra instrumental sections as needed and
have been able to time the action and music to fit
together. Also, just hearing the wonderful songs

Keith Scoftt gives us all a lift!

We send our best wishes to Jeanette Herzberg who is

an important member of the Woking Community Play
Association Committee and has put much time and effort
into The Vision. Jeanette has been very ill recently but we
are absolutely delighted that she is well on the mend now
and we all send our best wishes.

We’re at the point where we all have to step up a

ear - so that’s what we’re going to do.
We urgently need to borrow a van to transport props, g going

scenery and costumes etc to and from the venue until Rib Davis
the play ends. If you have a van or know someone who \_ )
has a van and would be happy to lend it to us please call

Emily on 07817 273107 or Suzie on 07588 058503 as

soon as possible.
P 1! Tickets Now On Sale !!
. For ticket bookings, telephone:
f E"d abool 0844 871 7627
dCenoo € Mon — Sat 9am — 10pm
Sun 10am — 8pm
The Vision now has a Facebook page — please join as a THE
Vision friend if you haven't already done so. AMBASSADORS 0r book online at:
If you have any problems accessing this do phone WOKING www.ambassadortickets.com/woking

Suzie on 07588 058503.
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The Vision:
A Promenade Performance

If you have already booked your tickets then you will
have discovered that The Vision — Tales from Ockenden
is in fact a very exciting promenade performance piece.

What is a promenade performance?

A promenade performance is one in which the audience
moves around, standing, during the play. The action
takes place in various parts of the hall, within and

around the audience. This can mean that the production
feels much more immediate and less distant than a
performance where the actors are seated in one area and
the performers act separately on a stage. In a promenade
performance the audience can get much closer to the
action and can feel as though they are part of it.

Will this be outdoors?

Although many promenade performances take place
outdoors, this one takes place entirely within the hall.

Will there be seats for people with mobility
problems?

Yes — these will be on the stage, looking down on the
action. But these seats are strictly limited to audience
members who have mobility problems (except for
wheelchair users), as there are only 30 such seats per
performance. You have to state that you need one of
these seats at the time of booking.

What about wheelchair users?

Wheelchair users will be in amongst the main audience.
Volunteers will try to help wheelchair users to gain a
reasonable view of the action, but wheelchair users may
at times have a restricted view.

Will there be an interval?

There will be an interval of about 20 minutes halfway
through the performance.

www.thevision.org.uk

A big thank you to Dr Geoff Lane who built our website
from scratch and who has been looking after it for us for
some considerable time — thanks Geoff for all you have
done.

So from Geoff’s capable hands to ... our new volunteer
who has kindly offered to take this over and I'm delighted
to welcome onboard Rameez Hendricks, into whose
capable hands the website now passes — thanks Rameez
for giving up your time for this and doing such a sterling
job.

e

fess

=~
A

— o
o> Logo Designer
You have seen the by now very recognisable logo of
The Vision — it would be remiss of us in this issue of our
newsletter to not say a very grateful thanks to Simon
Toller of Orange Press. He has patiently worked with us
through all sorts of design issues, always giving helpful,
calm and professional advice and you will shortly see the
Borough boards displaying our posters and the banners
which Simon has expertly designed ... Thanks Simon,
they’re great!

Orange Press Ltd
t: 020 8902 1922 f: 020 8902 1929 m: 07710 780237

“Our Joyce” The Radio Star

Tash Moore who is playing Joyce Pearce in The Vision
became a radio star on Tuesday morning. Tash and
Suzie had the opportunity of promoting the play on BBC
Radio Surrey on Nick Wallis’s breakfast show and did

a sterling job. If you didn’t manage to listen on the day
you can listen again on BBC iPlayer (2 March) or paste
this link into your browser http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/
episode/p00612I5/Surrey_Breakfast_with_Nick_Wal-
lis_02_03_2010/
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Ockenden Orphan Returns
to Vietnam

The BBC is producing a documentary about an orphan
from Saigon who has decided to return to Vietnam for the
first time in 35 years.

Viktoria Cowley came to Britain on the 6 April 1975 on an
emergency flight organised by the Daily Mail. She was
looked after at Ockenden Venture for ten days before
being collected by her adoptive mother and beginning her
new life in Seaford. Now, at what she thinks is 35 years of
age, she hopes to find out how a girl from Saigon ended
up being raised in Sussex.

Her journey takes her from Eastbourne to Ho Chi Minh
City (via Woking and Bexhill) in search of the orphanage
she came from and anyone who might remember her.
The BBC plans to show the programme on BBC1 South
East at 7.30pm on Monday, 22 March.
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Workshops

Ele and Sharon have been very busy lately running a
variety of workshops in local schools. A big thanks to
pupils at Winston Churchill School, Woking High School,
Greenfields School, Shawfield Primary School and
Pirbright Village Primary School for helping make the
props and some of the scenery needed for the play.

If you know of a school who would like a scenery/props-
making workshop or a dance and movement workshop
run by our choreographer Nabilah Hussain please do call
Suzie to book this in as soon as possible.

Saturdays have seen the Pod become a hive of activity
and if you haven’t already been down on a Saturday
please join Sharon, the volunteers and Peter Moore our
master carpenter to “make and do” - thanks for coming
on board Peter. So far we have made fabric boats,
done some fabric printing and bag making and had a
crocheting workshop run by Jo Farmer.

Workshops will continue to run every Saturday in the
Pod (Unit 7 Wolsey Place, opposite Greggs the bakers)
throughout March so do please come and join us.

Thanks Ele and Sharon, these workshops are proving to
be very popular.

The Pod

The Pod, which is a hugely important cog in our
Vision wheel, would not run if it were not for the
volunteers and the fantastic rota coordination by
Janet Sobey. Huge thanks therefore must go

to these wonderful volunteers who have given
so much of their time since the shop opened in
August and still continue to do so, particularly Letty
Collier, Neil Burnett, Denise Moll, Deri Lindsay,
Ailsa Moore, Mary Holdstock, Daphne Evans,
Anna Molesworth, Keith Scott, Jeff Sechiari and
Janet.

These lovely volunteers have stepped up their
availability over the next few weeks as we get
busier and busier before the play opens on 27 April
— thank you so much.

I’'m also delighted to say that we've recently gained
five new recruits for giving out information in our
Pod but we still need more ... if you'd like to take

a turn in “manning our pod” then please do email
Janet at enquiries@thevision.org.uk

Suzie Gortler
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Dresskmakers Dummy

Sharon and | have planned to start “making days”
for the costumes in the Pod on Friday, 26 March
and running these on a few Fridays.

So far we have three sewing machines, and I'll be
bringing my dressmakers dummy, but we could do
with another? Does anyone, by any chance, have
a dressmakers dummy, or know anyone that does
who would be happy to lend it to us for the making
period? If so can you please send me their details,
to enquiries@thevision.org.uk

Ele Slade

Working with the
Professionals

The Vision is a community piece of drama for everyone,
everyone to be involved in — you DON'T need to have
taken expensive acting classes, you don’t need any
previous technical experience, just come along and

be in our play — call Emily-Frances Thorpe, our Stage
Manager, if you'd like to take part or work backstage.
It's not too late to make a piece of history - call

07817 273107 and be in THE VISION.
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Front of House

For those people who did originally volunteer for
FOH jobs we will shortly be contacting you. If you
haven’t already told us you’d like to be involved do
please contact Suzie on 07588 058503 — we need

your help.
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Emily, her ASMs and Our
Fab Technical Crew

Our stage Manager Emily-Frances, ably assisted

by Karen, Ursula, Danny and Kelly (Assistant Stage
Managers) are doing a sterling job with all the cast and
taking copious performance notes.

Emily-Frances is also our Production Manager and
working with our wonderful Lighting/technical crew (all
of whom are volunteers) Ben Harper, Jonni Grilli and
James Wilkinson — thanks you guys, you are working so
hard to get this technically challenging drama piece just
right.

The audience are in for a real treat!



